
Club members Jim & Phyllis Cottrill, Mike Karickhoff, & Bill Hurst share discoveries
during the July 27 dig at Whanger’s Camp. Photo by Sue Hurst
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Next Meeting August 7
               See article inside.



NEXT MEETING IS ON FRIDAY, AUGUST 7, 2009
7:00 PM at the T & L Hot Dogs, Oldies Diner

OLD BRIDGEPORT HILL, CLARKSBURG, WV

The Oldies Diner is also known as T&L Hot Dogs and is near the bottom of Old Bridgeport Hill (old US Rt. 50),
across from Compton Lanes. Please bring a favorite fossil to the meeting to share with the members.

PROGRAM NOTES BRING YOUR FAVORITE FOSSIL TO SHOW AT THE MEETING

SCHEDULED DIGS SEE TABLE BELOW

Please note that club sponsored digs are for club members only.  This is because of provisions in our insurance policy.

2009 Dig Schedule

Date Dig Site Fossil Type Meeting Time Meeting Location

July 25 Lead by Bob Peck Marine 10:00 a.m. WV Welcome/Visitors Center
At Princeton. Exit 9 of I-77

Thank you Mary Ridenour for all your hard work on the Dig Schedule.

CANCELED DIGS

At times, it may become necessary to call off a dig. As I may not have the time to call everyone, I suggest you call or
email me to confirm that a particular dig is still on. Call 304-472-2880 or email mk22630@aol.com.  Otherwise, you may
get to the meeting place for future digs and find no other club members are there.  Thanks, Mike Karickhoff.

MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE DUE BY SEPTEMBER 30

Membership in the West Virginia Fossil Club is open to all interested parties. Dues are $20.00 a year for
individuals and just $25.00 for your whole family. Members receive a monthly newsletter and may participate in
the fossil outings. The membership year begins September 1. The club year runs from Sept. to Sept.  Anyone
joining after February pays 1/2 the regular dues for that year,

OFFICERS & CONTACTS

Mike Karickhoff President 304-472-2880 mk22630@aol.com
Steve McClelland Vice-President 304-292-5555 mcclelland.steve@gmail.com
Sue Karickhoff Secretary 304-472-2880 mk22630@aol.com
Amy Smith Treasurer 304-842-7950 amy.smith@steptoe-johnson.com
Steve McClelland Program Chairman 304-292-5555 mcclelland.steve@gmail.com
Mary Ridenour Digs Coordinator 304-783-4867 cows-494@earthlink.net
Ray & Mary Ellen Garton Newsletter Editors 304-282-2306 garton@mammoth-geo.com



West Virginia Fossil Club
Minutes of the July 3, 2009

Vice-President Steve McClelland called the meeting to order at 7:05. Ten members and two potential members were
present.  Steve read the minutes of the July 5th meeting.  The minutes were approved as read.

Old Business: The floor was opened for discussion of the 3 possible sites for the club to visit:
Lake Gordon, Springdale or Johnstown, PA.  Those present felt that the Lake Gordon site would be the best.  Ray said
that he would try to get Bob Pyle to lead the trip.  Watch for details in the newsletter and make sure that you call Mike
Karickhoff before planning to attend.

President Mike Karickhoff sent word that he would bring the raffle tickets to the August meeting.

The Website has been corrected and members were asked to check the site.  There was an inquiry about the WV
Geological Survey information.  Ray will put books and authors in the newsletter.  He has not scanned them yet for the
PDF files that will be put on the website.

Bill Hurst inquired about Lucas Creek in Pocahontas County as a back-up trip for August.  It could be scheduled as the
second trip for August.

Treasurer’s Report: No Report.

New Business: Someone needs to call to see if the club can collect at Tygart Lake because of the new fossil law.  Rudy
Durci had made the last contact.  The discussion centered on the thought that only invertebrate fossils could be collected.
Rudy will need to be contacted to see who his contact has been with the Corp of Engineers.

Discussion followed about the upcoming July digs:

The Wilddell’s site is schedule for July 11.  Members are asked to meet at 9:30 at the Kroger©s Parking lot in Elkins.  The
July 25th trip will be lead by Bob Peck.  Members should meet at the WV Welcome/Visitors Center in Princeton (Exit 9 of I-
77) at 10:00.  Everyone should contact President Mike Karickhoff prior to each of those trips.

Members have been given permission to collect fossils on Coastal’s property in Buckhannon.  Joe has the contact
information.

Ed McCoy went to Brushy Fork Quarry (Limestone) in Tucker County and was able to collect some smoke quartz.  The
quarry is just out of Nestorsville about 5 miles.

The JF Allen Quarry has always been a popular collecting site for the club.  Amy Smith had made the original contact for
this site and she has all of the information.  Maybe this quarry would be a possibility for other trips.

Ray has been running an ad in the weekly Your Bulletin Board with information about the Fossil Club meetings.  Two
prospective members attended tonight’s meeting in response to this ad.  One was from Middleborne in Tyler County and
the other was from Worthington in Marion County.

Sue Hurst mentioned a possible overnight trip in Friendsville, Indiana just off Route 50.  It has a weeklong flea market as
well as a powwow and trading/buying areas. Fossils are reported to be just everywhere.  It runs from one weekend to the
next.  Bill and Sue are going to do some additional checking and will report back to the club.

The September 4 meeting is the Friday before Labor Day.  Members should be thinking about if they want to change this
meeting to another date.

Ray Garton won the 50/50.  Phyllis Cottrill won the door prizes.

Vice-President McClelland adjourned the meeting at 7:40 for informal discussions.



WV FOSSIL CLUB WEBSITE & CONTACT INFORMATION

The club mailing address is WV Fossil Club, c/o Mike Karickhoff, 38 Arnold Avenue, Buckhannon, WV 26201
The club email address is mk22630@aol.com. The club telephone number is 304-472-2880.
The club website address is http://prehistoricplanet.com/wvfc/
The club belongs to the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, learn more at www.amfed.org
The club belongs to the Eastern Federation Mineralogical & Lapidary Societies, learn more at www.amfed.org/efmls

Calendar of Shows and Events

September 26-27, 2009 Sunset Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show, Mont Chateau, Cheat Lake, WV
Contact Dave Phillips, wvfossils@aol.com

March 26-28, 2010 MAPS Fossil Show, McComb, IL

Suggested dig sites by Mike Karickhoff - We will vote on one of these three sites at our August meeting.
Following are brief descriptions of these locations. Springdale is located north of Pittsburgh, PA about 2 1/2 hours from
Clarksburg. These are road cuts where one can find a variety of marine fossils. Lake Gordon is located about 25 miles
north of Cumberland, MD. Estimated driving time from Clarksburg is 3.5 hours. Marine fossils are found here. Previous
trip to this area was not particularly productive. Johnstown, PA is a very nice fossil plant site located about 3.5 hours from
Clarksburg.  This may make a better fall site.  Ray or Bob Pyle would be trip leaders for Lake Gordon and Johnstown
depending on their availability and schedules.

Share your love of science and fossils with the world
Radio Science News 1370 AM 11:06 to 12 Noon Every Saturday

Let’s say that you are on one of the clubs usual Saturday digs and around 11:30 you discover a great fossil but there is no
one else nearby to share your excitement with.  Just pickup your cell phone and dial 304-218-1361. That’s the number for
Radio Science News, which is broadcast out of Wheeling and streamed live, over the web to the world. The very good
folks at Radio Science News, Robert Strong and Richard Pollack, would love to hear from you at your moment of
discovery. Robert, Richard, & Libby are science educators extroidnair to dozens of schools and thousands of students in 7
northern WV counties. Their radio show lets you share your discoveries, listen to other people’s discoveries and discuss
all types of science related topics.  Call in or give them a listen, you’ll be glad you did.


