It's official, Megalonyx jeffersonii is now the State Fossil of West Virginia. See story inside.

West Virginia

FOSSILCLUBIne.

908 Clark Street, Shinnston, WV 26431-1318




NEXT MEETING IS ON FRIDAY, APRIL 4, 2008
7:00 PM AT THE T&L HOTDOGS, OLDIES DINER
OLD BRIDGEPORT HILL, CLARKSBURG, WV

The Oldies Diner is also known as T&L Hotdogs and is near the bottom of Old Bridgeport Hill, across from Compton
Lanes. Please bring a favorite fossil to the meeting to share with the members.

PROGRAM NOTES

Please bring some of your interesting discoveries made over the winter.

SCHEDULED DIGS

Please note that club sponsored digs are for club members only. This is because of provisions in our insurance policy.

CANCELED DIGS

At times, it may become necessary to call off a dig. As | may not have the time to call everyone, | suggest you call or
email me to confirm that a particular dig is still on. Call 304-472-2880 or email mk22630@aol.com. Otherwise, you may
get to the meeting place for future digs and find no other club members are there. Thanks, Mike Karickhoff.

MEMBERSHIP DUES

Membership in the West Virginia Fossil Club is open to all interested parties. Dues are $20.00 a year for individuals and
just $25.00 for your whole family. Members receive a monthly newsletter and may participate in the fossil outings. (The
membership year begins September 1. Anyone who joins after February 1st may pay half price for a half-year
membership.)

OFFICERS

Mike Karickhoff President 304-472-2880 mk22630@aol.com

Rudy Durci Vice President 304-592-5017 caliban7@iloinc.net

Robin Maxwell Secretary

Amy Rector Treasurer

Steve McClelland Program Chairman

Bill Hurst Refreshments

Ray & Mary Ellen Garton Newsletter Editor 304-366-1810 garton@mammoth-geo.com

WV FOSSIL CLUB CONTACT INFORMATION

The club mailing address is WV Fossil Club, c/o Rudy Durci, 908 Clark Street, Shinnston, WV 26431-1318
The club email address is caliban7@iolinc.net . The club telephone number is 304-592-5014
The club website address is http://prehistoricplanet.com/wvfc/

WV FOSSIL CLUB WEBSITE

The address for the West Virginia Fossil Club website is www.prehistoricplanet.com/wvfc/. The site is sponsored free by
Prehistoric Planet owned by Ray & Mary Ellen Garton. You can also get to the WV Fossil Club website via
www.PaleoClones.com.

WV FOSSIL CLUB AFFILIATIONS

American Federation of Mineralogical Societies
Mineralogical & Lapidary Societies Inc., Eastern Federation



This photo from Ray’s talk shows the internal structures in a brachiopod. It is about 1.5 inches across.

Photos from Ray’s talk show very detailed crinoid calyx from Indiana and a giant slab of trilobites from Morocco.



NOTE If you were planning to bring fossils to the April meeting for Ray to photograph, he won’t be there because
they are exhibiting at a national fossil show in lllinois. He will be back for the May meeting.

A giant slab of Crinoid fossils from Morocco as seen in Ray’s talk.

Greetings Fossil Club Members from Ray & Mary Ellen Garton your new newsletter editors. We are honored to have
been chosen to fill some big shoes. Rudy has done a fantastic job for many years and is due for a well-deserved rest.
Maybe he’ll have more time to go fossil hunting. Thanks Rudy.

We don't have any major changes planned for the newsletter. Our hope is to get it to you in a timely manner and fill it with
information about club activities and announcements. In addition, we’ll throw in a little news about new fossil discoveries
in WV and around the world.

If you have any suggestions or material please just give us a call, email, or see us at a meeting. Call 304-366-6035 or
email garton@mammoth-geo.com.

Thanks for your support and good luck hunting those fossils. To borrow from the MAPS (Mid-America Paleontological
Society) “The love of fossils brings us together” How could one say it better?

Attention Past Fossil Club Members: We want you back. Some of you who receive this newsletter have dropped off
the membership roll and we’d like to invite you back. Meetings have good food, good fun, and good fossils. Come see &
join us again. The average meeting has 12 people these days and there will be a power point slide show of fossils at
almost every meeting. Please come and share your discoveries. The Love Of Fossils Brings Us Together.

Showcase your fossils in the newsletter: Would you like to see some photos of your fossils in the newsletter. It's easy.
Just bring your best fossils to a club meeting and Ray will take digital photos of them to include in future newsletters. If
you can’t bring them due to size or delicacy, talk to Ray and perhaps he can come to your house and take the photos.
See next story.

Digital Photo Record of Your Fossils: Would you like to have high quality, digital photos, of your fossil collection? Ray
has a high quality digital camera with close up lenses, and a portable lighting studio. He even has digital microscope
capabilities for very small specimens. You will get a custom CD of your collection. There’s no charge and Ray only asks
permission to possibly use some of the photos in upcoming newsletter issues, the Prehistoric West Virginia website, and
possibly a 3" volume of Fossils of West Virginia. Contact Ray at 304-366-1810 or garton@mammoth-geo.com.




More fossils from Ray'’s talk. Left is a 5-foot high palm frond from the Green River Formation in Wyoming. Right
are ammonites from Russia.



Jeffer son Ground Sloth
The Official WV State Fossll

Thanks to Delegate Mike Burdiss (Wyoming County) and Senator Roman Prezioso (Marion
County), the State L egislature passed the resolution to designate Megal onyx jeffersonii the
official State Fossil of West Virginia.

The legislation was written and proposed by Ray & Mary Ellen Garton from Barrackville, Hassan
Amjad from Beckley, Robert Pyle and Dave Phillips from Morgantown.

The photo in the left is of the claws and bones of the left hand. The photo on the right is an enlargement of one of
the claws and is 6 inches around the curve. The photo at the bottom is an endocast of the brain case.



