
                           Scenes from last year’s Christmas Party.

PO Box 200, Barrackville, WV 26559-0200             Dues were due by September 30.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED                                   Have you paid your dues?

Christmas Party Friday, December 4  (see article inside)
Next regular meeting Friday, March 5, 2010.



NEXT MEETING IS ON Friday, December 4, 2009
6:00 PM at the Oral Lake Fishing Club

BRIDGEPORT, WV

PLEASE TAKE NOTE
The December Meeting/Party will be our last meeting for 2009.  The next meeting will be March 5, 2010. Meetings are
held on the first Friday of each month during the months of March through December at the T & L Oldies Diner.  The
Oldies Diner is also known as T&L Hot Dogs and is near the bottom of Old Bridgeport Hill (old US Rt. 50), across from
Compton Lanes. Please bring a favorite fossil to the meeting to share with the members at the meeting in March.

PROGRAM NOTES BRING YOUR FAVORITE FOSSIL/DISCOVERIES TO SHOW AT EACH MEETING

Please note that club sponsored digs are for club members only because of provisions in our insurance policy.

2009 Dig Schedule

Date Dig Site Fossil Type Meeting Time Meeting Location

November 15
(please note that
this is Sunday)

Tygart Lake Roots -
mostly Stigmaria

1:00 p.m. Pleasant Creek turnoff from
Rt. 119.  Under railroad trestle.
(see directions elsewhere)

December  4
(Friday)

Christmas Party Fossil Gift Exchange 6:00 p.m. Oral Lake Fishing Club
Bridgeport (see article for
directions)

THANKS MARY & STEVE
A special thank you goes out to Mary Ridenour and Steve McClelland for planning and scheduling fossil trips for us in
2009.  We certainly appreciate all of their efforts and are looking forward to some more wonderful trips in 2010.

CANCELED DIGS
At times, it may become necessary to call off a dig. As I may not have the time to call everyone, I suggest you call or
email me to confirm that a particular dig is still on. Call 304-472-2880 or email mk22630@aol.com.  Otherwise, you may
get to the meeting place for future digs and find no other club members are there.  Thanks, Mike Karickhoff.

MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE DUE BY SEPTEMBER 30 Have you paid yours?

Membership in the West Virginia Fossil Club is open to all interested parties. Dues are $20.00 a year for
individuals and just $25.00 for your whole family. Members receive a monthly newsletter and may participate in
the fossil outings. The membership year begins September 1. The club year runs from Sept. to Sept.  Anyone
joining after February pays 1/2 the regular dues for that year,

OFFICERS & CONTACTS

Mike Karickhoff President 304-472-2880 mk22630@aol.com
Steve McClelland Vice-President 304-292-5555 mcclelland.steve@gmail.com
Sue Karickhoff Secretary 304-472-2880 mk22630@aol.com
Amy Smith Treasurer 304-842-7950 amy.smith@steptoe-johnson.com
Steve McClelland Program Chairman 304-292-5555 mcclelland.steve@gmail.com
Mary Ridenour Digs Coordinator 304-783-4867 cows-494@earthlink.net
Ray & Mary Ellen Garton Newsletter Editors 304-282-2306 garton@mammoth-geo.com



West Virginia Fossil Club
November 6, 2009

The West Virginia Fossil Club met November 6, 2009 with 25 members present, including 4 new members. Due to the
larger than usual turnout, members introduced themselves.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. The treasurer reported a balance of $905.65.

Old Business: Bill Hurst announced he had discovered a magnifying light which belonged to the club that had been stored
with the items discussed last month. The club, by a show of hands, determined the light would be given to the Hursts.

Bill Hurst suggested the dig for Saturday, November 14th be changed to Sunday, November 15th as a safety measure
because of hunting season. After discussion it was decided to meet at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, 15th, for the dig. Directions to
the dig site will be in the newsletter. Bring food, beverage, and a digging tool.

Mike reminded members to help out with door prizes by donating a fossil related item sometimes. He also announced that
no member from our club had won a prize in the Eastern Federation drawing.

Mike suggested the club take over the expense of mailing the newsletter. Ray polled the group to see how many would be
willing to receive the newsletter via e-mail. By vocal agreement, in the future the club will take over the expense of the
postage for those that must be sent by snail mail.

New Business: The Christmas party will be at Oral Lake at 6:00 p.m. December 4th. Members are asked to bring a
covered side dish, salad, or dessert and a wrapped gift for the Yankee Gift Swap. Chicken will be provided by the club.
Dress warmly. Directions to Oral Lake will be in the newsletter.

Joe Hall gave an off-the-cuff “other Murphy’s Law”. “Working here is like working for your wife. It doesn’t have to make
sense, it just has to be done.”

The 50/50 was won by Sue Karickhoff.

Door prizes were won by Zack Coppock and Lucas Jennings.

Mary Ellen Garton moved the meeting be adjourned. Amy Smith seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at
7:30. Following the meeting members enjoyed socializing and looking at specimens that had been brought in for the
meeting.

WV FOSSIL CLUB WEBSITE & CONTACT INFORMATION

The club mailing address is WV Fossil Club, c/o Mike Karickhoff, 38 Arnold Avenue, Buckhannon, WV 26201
The club email address is mk22630@aol.com. The club telephone number is 304-472-2880.
The club website address is http://prehistoricplanet.com/wvfc/
The club belongs to the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, learn more at www.amfed.org
The club belongs to the Eastern Federation Mineralogical & Lapidary Societies, learn more at www.amfed.org/efmls

Calendar of Shows and Events

Every Saturday 11:06-Noon Radio Science News 1370 AM & Streaming Audio at http://radiosciencenews.org/

March 26-28, 2010 MAPS Fossil Show, McComb, IL



Fossil Club schedule dig on Sunday, November 15 – Tygart Lake

Directions to Tygart Lake Dig Site by Mike Karickhoff – From Philippi, take 119 North to the Pleasant
Creek sign and turn right.  The Pleasant Creek sign is on the right side of the road, approximately 5-6 miles from Philippi.
As you approach the Pleasant Creek turnoff you will see an elevated railroad on the right side.  We will meet under the
railroad trestle, which is a short distance from Rt. 119.  If you come from Grafton, the Pleasant Creek sign is about 7-8
miles.

CHRISTMAS PARTY AT DECEMBER 4 MEETING

The club will have its second annual Christmas Party at the Oral Lake Fishing Club in Bridgeport again this year.  The
meeting/party will be on Friday, December 4 at 6:00.  All members and their guest are invited to attend.  Chicken,
beverages, ice and paper products (plates, cups, utensils, and napkins) will be provided.  Members are asked to please
bring a covered dish and/or dessert to share.  All attendees are also requested to bring a fossil or fossil related gift with
them to participate in a Yankee Gift Swap (gift exchange).  No official business will actually be conducted during the
evening.  However, it will be a fun time for all.  Please dress warmly in case the building temperature is too cool.

Directions to Christmas Meeting/Party:
Oral Lake Fishing Club from Bridgeport:
Take Route 50 East towards Grafton,
Turn right onto 76.
At bottom of the hill, where 76 turns left, you keep going straight on Oral Lake Road.
Look for the clubhouse on the right about ½ mile on Oral Lake Road.

Social time at last year’s Christmas Party.


